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NEWS RELEASE
SISTER NANCY BRAMLAGE, DIRECTOR OF CENTER FOR SOCIAL CONCERN,
TO RECEIVE AWARD FOR CONTRIBUTING TO UD'S MARIANIST CHARACTER
DAYTON, Ohio- She's taught in Malawi, Africa. She's served as a liaison to
missionaries in six Latin American nations where she witnessed injustices and hardships.
Today, Sister Nancy Bramlage, S.C., is the director of the University of Dayton's Center for
Social Concern, where she works to instill a sense of social justice in college students through
countless immersion experiences in other cultures and community service activities, including
urging students to trade sunbathing during spring breaks for the opportunity to work with the
poor in inner cities.
On Friday, March 3, at a 7 p.m. dinner in the Kennedy Union Ballroom she'll receive
UD's Lackner Award, which is presented annually to members of the faculty or staff who have
made significant contributions to the Catholic and Marianist character of the University. She
shares the honor with Joe Belle, assistant vice president for student development. The award is
named after Brother Elmer Lackner, S.M., a Marianist brother who served UD for more than 40
years in various supervisory roles, including fund raising, alumni relations and public relations.
Bramlage has dediCated her life to making others aware of the injustices around them
and realizing their responsibilities to make the world better.
"She challenges me to keep doing m y best, and she makes t.L~e Center for Social Concern
a learning environment- to build character and to increase knowledge of current social justice
issues," says sophomore Jessica Gruenke. "She understands how to live in community and
helps to teach that to students she comes into contact with."
Mainly focusing on undergraduate involvement, Bramlage supervises many studentorganized projects, including immersion experiences, service clubs, and service-learning and
social justice awareness programs. The center, Bramlage says,

tr~es

to "make students

conscious of their parts in making this a better world, to build a community that looks outward
to the rest of the world."
A Dayton native, Bramlage says she joined the Sisters of Charity of Cincinnati when she
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was just 18 to give her life to God. She says she remains committed because of the "wonderful
support system of living with women who share (the same) values."
After joining the order, Bramlage went on to earn an undergraduate' degree in French and
a teaching certification from Mount St. Joseph College. She later earned a master's degree in
religious education from Boston College. From there, she taught in Dayton at Alter High School
and in Africa as a missionary. She then accepted a position as a liaison with her religious order .
in various Latin American countries. From her experiences in other cultures, Bramlage adopted
an awareness of the world around her and the injustice present in it.
'

Since 1988, Bramlage has served as director of the Center for Social Concern, whose
staff enjoy a strong sense of community spirit. "I can't imagine a better place to do what I do,"
she says.
According to Nick Cardilino, assistant director of the Center for Social Concern,
Bramlage exemplifies the Marianist character of the University through her commitment to
service and justice that is rooted in a deep faith.
"She is truly a Christ figure to me and to hundreds, if not thousands, of students,"
Cardilino says. "She is full of compassion and love for all people . ... She is the nicest,
friendliest, warmest person you'll ever want to meet."
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For media interviews, contact Sister Nancy Bramlage, S.C., at (937) 229-2576. She
resides in Dayton.

